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with a considerable number of bishops of his own province, and among
these the illustrious confessors, Paphnutius and Potamon, All the chiefs
of the Arian sect were present. Though the saint had been convicted of
no crime, the Arian bishops pronounced against him a sentence of de-
position, forbidding him to reside at Alexandria lest his presence should
excite new disorders there, repeating in their sentence the calumnies which
had been so fully refuted.

Constantine, who had refused to see or give audience to our saint on
his arrival at Constantinople, whom he looked upon as justly condemned
by a council, sent an order to the bishops of Tyre to adjourn to Jerusalem
for the dedication of the church of the holy sepulchre, which he had caused
to be built there.   Arius came thither at this time to the council with a
letter from the emperor, and a profession of faith which he had presented
to him, and which is extant in Socrates.   In it the subtle heretic professes
his belief in Christ " as begotten before all worlds:   God the Word, by
whom all things were made, &c."   But neither the word consubstantial,
nor anything equivalent to it, was there.   The heresiarch had assured the
emperor that he received the Council of Nice, who was thus imposed upon
by his hypocrisy;  but he ordered the bishops to examine his profession
of faith.    The Eusebians readily embraced the opportunity which they
had long waited for, declared Arius orthodox, and admitted him to the
communion.    St Athanasius, in the meantime, having requested of the
emperor, who had refused him audience, that his pretended judges might
be obliged to confront him, and that he might be allowed the liberty to
exhibit his complaints against them, Constantine sent them an order to
come to Constantinople to give an account of their transactions at Tyre.
But only six, and these the most artful of the number, obeyed the summons,
namely, Eusebius, Theognis, Maris, Patrophilus, Ursacius, and Valens.
These agreed to attack St Athanasius with a fresh accusation, as they did,
charging him with having threatened to hinder the yearly transportation of
corn from Alexandria to Constantinople.    This accusation, though pro-
tested against by the saint as absolutely false and to the last degree
improbable, was nevertheless believed by Constantine, who expressed his
resentment at it, and banished him, in consequence, to Triers, then the
chief city of the Belgic Gaul.

The holy man arrived there in the beginning of the year 336, and
was received with the greatest respect by St Maximinus, bishop of the
place, and by Constantine the younger, who commanded there for his
father. St Anthony and the people of Alexandria wrote to the emperor
in favour of their pastor; but he answered that he could not despise the
judgment of a council. The saint had the satisfaction to be informed
that his church at Alexandria constantly refused to admit Arius. The
year after, on Whitsunday, the iatk of May, Constantine departed this